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Hit by curbs,
Cuba defers
cigar fair

Havana: Cuba’s annual cigar
fair, which was set to be held
the last week of February, has
been postponed organisers

said on Saturday, as the island
faces blackouts and severe
fuel shortages brought about
by a US oil embargo.

The cigar fair’s organiser,
Habanos SA said it decided to
postpone the iconic event to
“preserve its high standard of
quality”. Habanos SA, a joint
venture between the state-
owned company Cubatabaco
and international firm Altadis,
holds the global monopoly on
Cuban cigar sales.

Every year, the company
hosts the annual Habanos Fes-
tival, a key event for cigar afi-
cionados and distributors
worldwide, where attendees
tour tobacco plantations, par-
ticipate in auctions and wit-
ness the latest in
craftsmanship. The statement
by Habanos SA did not set a
new date for the 26th edition
of the cigar fair. Last year, the
event closed with an auction
in which $18 million was paid
for a batch of highly coveted,
hand rolled cigars. The com-
pany last year also reported
record sales of $827 million.

Gunmen kill
46 in Nigeria

Gunmen on motorcycles
have rampaged through
three villages in northern
Nigeria, killing at least 46
people and abducting
several more, according to
witnesses and local police.
The raids by gunmen
happened in villages in the
Borgu local government
area in Niger State, on the
border with Kwara and
Katsina states, a humanita-
rian source said on
Saturday. The bloodiest
attack happened in
Konkoso, where at least 38
people were shot dead or
had their throats slit. Most
of the homes were burned
down and apart from those
already counted as dead,
“other bodies are being
recovered.” A resident of
Konkoso said the gunmen
first attacked the nearby
village of Tungar Makeri
before heading to his
village. The raids come
amid a complex security
crisis in northern Nigeria,
featuring armed groups
affiliated with ISIL (ISIS) as
well as gangs that abduct
people for ransom money.

Teen killed in
Osaka attack

A17-year-old boy was
killed, and two boys were
injured after they were
stabbed in Osaka, Japan,
late on Saturday, media
reported . The police
received an emergency call
at 11.55 pm reporting
people had been stabbed
in Dotombori shopping
area. A young man
suspected of carrying out
the stabbings fled the spot.

11 Gazans diein
Israeli attacks

Gaza City: Eleven Palestini-
ans were killed in Israeli
strikes in Gaza on Sunday
morning, according to Palesti-
nian civil defence and health
officials.

The IDF said it had struck
terror targets in response to
ceasefire violations by Hamas,
and that militants had been
killed after emerging from a
tunnel into the area of the
strip controlled by the Israeli
military, BBC reported.

Palestinian Red Crescent
said a strike on a tent encam-
pment in northern Gaza killed
six people, while another
strike in the south killed five.
Both Israel and Hamas have
accused each other of daily vi-
olations of a fragile ceasefire
pact. Gaza health ministry has
said 600 people have been
killed since the ceasefire went
into effect.

SANCTIONS RELIEF | Iran’s deputy foreign minister confirms
second round of talks will take place on Tuesday in Geneva

Open to compromises:
Iran on N-deal with US

Agencies
TEHRAN / MUNICH

Iran was ready to consider
compromises to reach a nu-
clear deal with the US if Wash-
ington was willing to discuss
lifting sanctions, Iran’s Deputy
Foreign  Minister ~Majid
Takht-Ravanchi told the BBC
in an inter-
view.

Iran has
said it is pre-
pared to dis-
cuss curbs
on its nu-

clear programme in return for
the lifting of sanctions, but has
repeatedly ruled out linking
the issue to other questions in-
cluding missiles.
Takht-Ravanchi confirmed
a second round of nuclear
talks would take place on
Tuesday in Geneva, after
Tehran and Washington re-
sumed discussions in Oman
earlier this month. He made it
clear Iran expected a concrete
signal from Washington. The
ball was “in America’s court to
prove they want to do a deal,”
he said, adding, “If they are
sincere, I'm sure we will be on
the road to an agreement.”

THOUSANDS MARCH
FOR CHANGE IN IRAN
About 250,000 people demon-
strated on Saturday against
Iran’s government in Germany,

People take part in a protest march for human rights in

Iran in Munich, Germany.
police said, answering a call
from Irans exiled Crown
Prince Reza Pahlavi for
cranked-up international
pressure on Tehran.

Banging drums and chant-
ing for regime change, the
giant and boisterous rally in
Munich was part of what
Pahlavi described as a “global
day of action” to support Ira-
nians. He called for demon-
strations in Los Angeles and
Toronto. “Change, change, re-
gime change”, the huge crowd
shouted. At a news meet,
Pahlavi warned of more
deaths in Iran if “democracies
stand by and watch” following
Iran's deadly crackdown on
protesters last month.

‘US MUST GO FULL
FORCE ON IRAN’

US President Donald Trump
and Israeli PM Benjamin Net-
anyahu agreed during a White

House meeting on Wednesday
America would step up econ-
omic pressure on Iran, a re-
port said. The talks focused on
pushing Iran to cut down its oil
exports to China, Axios said.
“We agreed that we will go full
force with maximum pressure
against Iran, for example,
about Iranian oil sales to
China,” an official said.

MIGRATION WENT TOO
FAR: HILLARY CLINTON
In a panel' "The West-West Di-
vide: What Remains of Com-
mon Values, in the Munich
Security Conference, Hillary
Clinton took a stronger ap-
proach to her previous stance
on border security.

“There is a legitimate reason
to have a debate about things
like migration,” Clinton said,
adding, “It went too far, it's
been disruptive and destabil-
ising, and it needs to be fixed

in a humane way with secure
borders that don't torture and
kill people and how we're
going to have a strong family
structure because it is at the
base of civilisation.”

SECURITY ‘STOPS’
MUNIR, ASKS FORID
Pakistan Army Chief Field
Marshal Asim Munir in Mu-
nich was briefly stopped by a
security officer who asked him
to properly display his identity
card. As Munir approached
the conference entrance, a se-
curity officer noticed his name
badge was not clearly visible.
In a viral video, the officer taps
his own badge and gestures to-
wards Munir’s lanyard, saying,
“Can you turn that around?”

EUROPEANS PUSH

BACK AT AMERICA

A top EU official rejected the
notion Europe faces “civilisa-
tional erasure”, pushing back
at criticism of the continent by
the Trump administration. EU
foreign policy chief Kaja Kallas
alluded to criticism in the US
national security strategy re-
leased in December, which as-
serted economic stagnation in
Europe “is eclipsed by the real
and more stark prospect of ci-
vilisational erasure.” Kallas also
highlighted security ties with
India, saying the bloc has
forged defence partnerships
with 10 countries so far, includ-
ing India.

‘Clown show’: Obama on Don’s racist monkey clip

Washington: Speaking pub-
licly for the first time after US
President Donald Trump’s
social media account depicted
him and his wife Michelle as
monkeys, former President
Barack Obama (L) has de-
plored the degradation of the
country’s political discourse to
a “clown show”.

“[What] is true is that there
doesn't seem to be any shame
about this among people who
used to feel like you had to
have some sort of decorum
and a sense of propriety and
respect for the office, right?
That’s been lost,” Obama said

in a wide-ranging podcast in-
terview with left-wing political
commentator Brian Tyler
Cohen.

Obama liken the actions of
agents enforcing Trump’s im-
migration crackdown in Min-
nesota to dictatorships.

He called the behaviour of
federal agents, which included
two fatal shootings that led to
mounting pressure on Trump’s
crackdown, the sort that “in
the past we've seen in authori-
tarian countries and we've
seen in dictatorships”.

“The rogue behaviour of
agents of the federal govern-

ment is deeply concerning and
dangerous,” Obama said. How-
ever, he added he had found
hope in communities pushing
back against the operations.
“Not just randomly, but in a
systematic, organised way,
citizens saying, ‘this is not the
America we believe in, and
weTe going to fight back, and

were going to push back with
the truth and with cameras
and with peaceful protests,”
Obama said.

Further, for decades, the
American imagination has
been captivated by the pros-
pect of extraterrestrial life and
the shadowy lore surrounding
Area 51, the highly secretive
military base nestled in south-
ern Nevada’s desert. Speaking
on the ‘No Lie’ podcast, Obama
didnt mince words when
asked about the existence of
extraterrestrials. “They’re real,
but I haven't seen them,” he
said.

What Anil Ambani, Jeffery Epstein
discussed over meals at luxe home

Washington: Reliance Group
Chairman Anil Ambani's cor-
respondence with the convicted
US sex offender Jeffrey Epstein
shows both discussed a range of
topics from how to fund a busi-
ness to trade in the defence sec-
tor, the files released by the US
DoJ show.

Anil Ambani's name is men-
tioned in 87 results in a search of
the DoJ's Epstein Files website.
On April 20, 2019 Anil Ambani
wrote to Epstein in an iMessage
chat: “Will spk. To agree. How
can u help to arrange financing at
corporate level?” This, and many
other correspondence between
Epstein and the Indian indus-
trialist, show both men met for
dinner and discussed business at

the sex convict's luxury home.

At one point, Epstein in-
formed Anil Ambani about the
pitfalls of his reputation. Even
then, Epstein pressed on, "Many
finance people at my house. You
would enjoy. If my google is a
concern a large group of min-
isters blunts it."

The details appear in an analy-
sis of exchanges between Feb
2017 and May 2019, reported by
‘Indian Express’. Epstein spent a
lot of time forging ties with Anil
Ambani. Epstein’s messages with

him show months before the US
charged the sex convict, both had
been in touch closely.

FILES HORRIFYING,

SAYS HILLARY

US former secre-

tary of state Hil-

lary Clinton said

“very troubling

and really hor-

rific  informa-

tion” is being revealed in the
Epstein files.

Asked by a reporter in Munich
how the alleged conduct of West-
ern leaders in the files reflects on
Western values, she said, “It’s
horrifying, and were hoping
that, you know, there will be con-
tinued release every day that
passes.”

SPECIAL TEAM SET UP

The Paris prosecutor’s office an-
nounced it was setting up a
special team of magistrates to
analyse evidence that could im-
plicate French nationals in the
crimes of Epstein.

With Epstein’s known circle
extending to French figures, the
prosecutor’s office said it would
reexamine the case of former
French modelling agency execu-
tive Jean-Luc Brunel, Epstein’s
close aide.

The new team will work
closely with prosecutors from the
national financial crimes unit and
police to open probes into any
suspected crimes involving
French nationals.
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B'desh wants India ties
rebuilt: Tarique adviser

Says onus on Delhi to recognise changed reality

Agencies
DHAKA

Bangladesh wants to reset ties
with India on a fresh footing
now that ousted premier
Sheikh Hasina and her Awami
League party no longer hold
power, Humayun Kabir, ad-
viser to BNP Chairman Ta-
rique Rahman, has said,
asserting that the two nations
should work together for “mu-
tual benefit”.

In an interview, Kabir em-
phasised that the onus lies on
India to recognise the changed
political reality in Bangladesh
after the BNP's resounding

electoral mandate. “The
change has to come from the
mindset in India. Sheikh

Hasina and Awami League
don't exist in today's Bangla-
desh anymore. The people

have given a clear verdict in fa-
vour of BNP,” he said.

Kabir described Hasina,
who fled to India after 2024's
August uprising, as a “terror-
ist” responsible for the deaths
of over 1,500 people.

Kabir urged the Indian gov-
ernment to ensure its territory
is not used by Hasina or other
Awami figures in ways that
could affect stability in Bangla-
desh. “India must not be seen
as complicit in any activities
that undermine Bangladesh's
sovereignty. Once that is ad-
dressed, normal diplomatic
cooperation can resume. We
are neighbours and should
work together for mutual
benefit,” he added.

Importantly, the BNP re-
ceived nearly 50% of the votes
while its once ally the Jamaat-
e-Islami secured 31.76%, the

Election Commission said on
Sunday.

BNP OFFICE SET AFIRE

In the aftermath of the Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party's land-
slide victory in the February 12
general election, a local office
of the BNP in Rupganj upazila
of Narayanganj was allegedly
set ablaze early on Saturday,
reports said.

Unidentified  miscreants
smashed a window and threw
“petrol or similar substance”
inside before igniting the
blaze. Police have identified
two individuals as suspects. A
source said construction of the
office had begun a month ago
and finished last week.
Leaders and workers remain-
ed there till Friday midnight,
after which the fire broke out
early in the morning.

2 SHOTS/YR MAY REPLACE
DAILY BP PILL: LANCET

ypertension  treat-
ment may be on the
verge of its biggest

breakthrough in decades, with
scientists developing long-act-
ing injectable therapies that
could replace daily pills with
just two shots a year.

A recent review in ‘The Lan-
cet’ highlights the urgency for
new approaches. Despite ef-
fective medicines being avail-
able for years, global control of
high blood pressure remains
poor-largely because patients
struggle to take daily medi-
cation consistently.

High BP remains the lead-
ing risk factor for heart at-
tacks, strokes and premature
deaths globally. The World
Health Organisation defines
hypertension as BP at or above
140/90 mm Hg, while normal
levels are below 120/80 mm

Hg.
The global burden is enor-
mous. Around 14 billion

adults aged 30 to 79 — roughly
one in 3 — live with hyperten-

sion, and nearly half are un-
aware. Even among those di-
agnosed, fewer than 25%
achieve adequate control.

India reflects the same cri-
sis. Studies estimate that about
315 million Indians have hy-
pertension, yet large numbers
remain untreated or poorly
controlled.

Missed doses, side effects,
complex regimens and treat-
ment fatigue all contribute to
the problem. Current treat-
ment typically involves com-
binations of drugs such as ACE
inhibitors, angiotensin recep-
tor blockers, calcium channel
blockers and diuretics. While
effective in theory, these
require strict daily adherence.

Many patients take medi-

cines for diabetes, obesity or
cholesterol, leading to “poly-
pharmacy”-multiple pills sev-
eral times a day. Over time,
this reduces compliance and
effectiveness.

Long-acting injectables aim
to solve this core problem. In-
stead of working downstream
to lower BP temporarily, new
therapies target the underly-
ing biological mechanisms
driving hypertension.

Some candidates use small
interfering RNA (siRNA) tech-
nology to suppress angiotensi-
nogen production in the liver,
thereby dampening the renin—
angiotensin system - a key
regulator of blood pressure.
Others target inflammation or
hormones such as aldosterone
that influence fluid balance
and vascular function.

The biggest advantage is
durability. A twice-yearly in-
jection could maintain stable
drug levels, eliminate daily pill
burden and significantly im-
prove adherence.
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